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Introduction to local listing 

•  a register of heritage assets considered by the 
community to be of local importance 

•  around 50% of local planning authorities have some 
form of local list, across all regions of England  

•  vary in size, quality and scope 
•  great community interest – though limited public 

involvement in many local lists 
•  primarily buildings based – evolved from former 

Grade III lists 
•  are non-statutory – represent a voluntary agreement 

between local authorities and their communities 



Introduction to local listing 

•  supported by policies and guidance of Planning 
Policy Statement 5 (PPS 5) 

•  fits well with Government’s “localism” agenda 
•  a good way of achieving greater recognition for local 

heritage assets – but potentially limited protection 
(less sensitive to change than statutory designations) 



Current state of local listing 

East Midlands 45% 
East of England 67% 
London 88% 
North East 25% 
North West 27% 
South East 55% 
South West 42% 
West Midlands 58% 
Yorkshire & The 
Humber 

32% 

National 51% 
Cherry et al 2010, “Heritage Protection Reform: Statutory Lists: Review of Quality and Coverage 
2010” 



PPS 5 and local listing 



PPS 5 and local listing 

POLICY HE2 (GUIDANCE): EVIDENCE BASE FOR 
PLAN-MAKING 

In collecting and collating the evidence base for plan-making local 
planning authorities are advised to consider…compiling a ‘local list’ of 
heritage assets in partnership with the local community and on the 
basis of objective criteria of heritage interest that have been tested 
through public consultation. The type of assets included in such a list 
may be as varied as those designated at the national level. 

Heritage Asset: a building, monument, site, place, area or landscape 
positively identified as having a degree of significance meriting 
consideration in planning decisions…They include designated assets 
(as defined in this PPS) and assets identified by the local planning 
authority during the process of decision-making or through the plan-
making process (including local listing). 



Heritage assets on local lists 



English Heritage and local listing 

•  local listing can feed into existing management 
activities:  
–  conservation area appraisals 
–  heritage assets rejected for statutory designation 
–  existing sources of information – e.g. HER 

•  developing good practice guide for local listing to 
raise the profile of non-designated heritage assets 
(PPS 5) 
–  clarifying the current state of local listing in England 
–  setting out an approach for strengthening the role of local 

listing in the future management of the historic environment 
–  guidance on selection criteria – underpinning local list 
–  encouraging community involvement and partnership 

working with local authorities 



What guidance will address 

•  support the policies and principles of PPS 5  
•  a move away from the ‘building-led’ approach to local 

listing to encompass the full scope of heritage assets 
– historic gardens, designed landscapes etc. 

•  builds upon current good practice but will remain 
largely non-prescriptive 

•  a more consistent approach to the management of 
local lists – including the development of selection 
criteria 

•  the proper validation and recording of local heritage 
assets 

•  the submitting of local lists to appropriate levels of 
public consultation 

•  encouraging regular review of local lists 



What guidance will address 

•  greater partnership working between local authorities 
and the community 

•  greater public access to information on the historic 
environment at the local level e.g. via HERs 



Good practice guide for local listing 

The guide will cover the following main points: 

1.  Selection criteria – basis for developing list 
2.  Strengthening links to local development framework 

(LDF) – policies and supplementary planning 
documents (SPD) 

3.  Management framework – nomination, ratification, 
revision etc. 

4.  Local engagement – participation of community and 
LPA 

5.  Improving access to local list information - HER 



Local listing in practice: Isle of Wight 

Isle of Wight: List of Buildings, Structures, Parks and Gardens 
of Architectural or Historic Interest 



Local listing in practice: Isle of Wight 

•  contains a policy 
commitment to develop a 
local list 

•  identification and 
protection of locally listed 
assets, including parks 
and gardens of local 
importance 



Local listing in practice: Isle of Wight 



Local listing in practice: Isle of Wight 



Local listing in practice: Isle of Wight 



The Future of Local Listing 

•  Local List Guide: early 2011 
•  Pilot projects: number of pilot project in the pipeline, 

testing the approach outlined in the guide 
•  PPS 5: continue to put theory into practice, supported by 

local list guide 
•  Historic Environment Records (HERs): crucial role in 

supporting local lists 



The Future of Local Listing 

•  ‘Localism’ agenda – what does this mean for local 
listing? Larger role for voluntary sector? 


